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A Federal agency may publish a notice in the Federal Register, pursuant to 23 USC §139(l), 
indicating that one or more Federal agencies have taken final actions on permits, licenses, or 
approvals for a transportation project.  If such notice is published, claims seeking judicial review 
of those Federal agency actions will be barred unless such claims are filed within 180 days after 
the date of the notice, or within such shorter time period as is specified in the Federal laws 
pursuant to which judicial review of the Federal agency action is allowed.  If no notice is 
published, then the periods of time that otherwise are provided by the Federal laws governing 
such claims will apply. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) and the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), together with the U.S. Department of the Army and the U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation, have evaluated the impacts from improvements to State 
Highway 16 (SH 16) between Interstate 25 (I-25) and Syracuse Street in El Paso County, 
Colorado (see Figure 1).  The impacts and mitigation measures are described and 
documented in an Environmental Assessment (EA) dated July 2007.  The EA was 
approved on July 12, 2007, and the 30-day public and agency review period began on 
July 20, 2007 and ended August 20, 2007.  
 
The EA and this Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) were prepared in 
compliance with The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and with other 
applicable environmental laws, Executive Orders, and related requirements.  As 
required by NEPA, an environmental analysis was conducted, potential impacts 
associated with the proposed action were documented, and mitigation measures were 
determined.  No significant impacts were identified during the course of this 
environmental analysis. 

PURPOSE AND NEED 
The purpose of this project is to alleviate current and future traffic congestion on this 
existing roadway, including its intersections and bridges.  The desired outcome is to 
avoid excess travel delay and reduce the potential for long traffic queues extending onto 
SH 16 and I-25. 
 
There are two primary reasons why action is needed on SH 16: 
 

• To address chronic rush-hour congestion that causes lengthy travel delays and 
results in long traffic queues on SH 16 and its I-25 ramps to and from Colorado 
Springs. 

• To address increasing traffic demand on SH 16, resulting from near-term and 
long-term growth in the area—growth that will only make today’s congestion 
problems much worse. 

Additionally, SH 16 has been designated by the U.S. Department of the Army (Fort 
Carson) as part of the route for the rapid deployment of military forces, and action on 
SH 16 is needed to facilitate this rapid deployment. 
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Figure 1.  Study Area 

 
 

PROPOSED ACTION 
The Proposed Action for SH 16 includes widening of SH 16 to four lanes from Fort 
Carson Gate 20 to Syracuse Street, replacing the interchange with I-25, and 
reconstructing the interchange with US 85 (see Figure 2).  The Proposed Action reduces 
congestion and improves traffic operations by providing additional lanes and 
improving interchange configurations.  Based on the Pikes Peak Area Council of 
Governments’ traffic demand model forecasting, daily traffic volumes are expected to 
increase to 36,000 vehicles per day along SH 16.  The Proposed Action, with two 
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through-traffic lanes in each direction, accommodates this projected level of traffic.  All 
signalized intersections achieve acceptable levels of service and reduce traffic delay. 
 

Figure 2.  Proposed Action 

 
 
 
As shown in Figure 2, the proposed improvements are mostly on the existing SH 16 
alignment with a shift to the north as SH 16 approaches the I-25 interchange.  The 
existing diamond interchange at I-25 will be replaced with a partial cloverleaf 
interchange featuring a large loop ramp in the southwest quadrant.  At US 85, the 
existing interchange will be reconstructed to improve the on- and off-ramps and 
provide additional spacing with the adjacent frontage roads.  The Proposed Action also 
includes realignment of the Bandley Drive frontage road to improve interchange 
operations. 
 
The Proposed Action requires additional right-of-way and affects access primarily in 
the vicinity of the SH 16/I-25 and SH 16/US 85 interchanges.  A total of 37.8 acres of 
land would be needed to construct the Proposed Action (see Figure 3).  Of this amount, 
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